In the glovebox, addition of a solution of potassiumbis(dimethylsilyl)amide (0.21 g, 1.2 mmol) in 20 mL toluene to a pale yellow solution of YbI 2 (THF)2 (0.34 g, 0.6 mmol) in 20 mL tetrahydrofuran resulted in formation of a red suspension. The reaction mixture was stirred for 30 minutes, the volatiles were removed, and the residues were extracted with hexanes. Centrifugation followed by cooling of the obtained red solution to 243 K resulted in almost complete crystallization of the complex with THF. Removal of the mother liquor followed by drying under vacuum gave the title compound as a red material (0.22 g, 75%). Analytically pure complex is well soluble in hexanes, in aromatic solvents, and in tetrahydrofuran.

